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The International Convention for the Unification of Certain Rules
Concerning Civil Jurisdiction, Choice of Law and Recognition and
Enforcement of Judgments in Matters of Ship Collision, 1977

Approved by the CMI Conference at Rio de Janeiro on September 30, 1977

Collision-Rio Rules-1977

PRELIMINARY B3
Art. 1 %1
(1) This Convention shall govern jurisdiction, choice of law, and 1. & = % if * >t F]5 % T 7|45 % #1422

recognition and enforcement of judgments in collision — #;dasifi s o & d53E Harem > 2 FoF
actions, including recourse actions, for damages resulting o~ E R B A2 RIS

from:
() loss of or damage to a vessel; (@) 4pda2 = % A Hp T
(b) loss of or damage to property on board a vessel. (OREES SEP- ERLER-F =2
For the purposes of this Convention "collision" means Ao e pt R dp - A0k e
contact between two or more vessels, one of which at least B2 dpdg o B 30— abg Ay
is seagoing, and any other accident involving such vessels, 242 B2 EeE B8 E &
arising from a manoeuvre, or a failure to manoeuvre, or ¢ IR e TR A FE RS F o K
from a failure to comply with any applicable rules of BT IR AT N T 2 S
navigation, statutory or otherwise, even if no actual contact FHRPTRE 2 F g TRTAF A
has occurred. S da 2 R R R -
(2) This Convention shall not apply to: AR NS I SET S b
(a) ships of war or Government vessels appropriated (@) B Agat & % 202 £ % i 2 Fft
exclusively to a public non-commercial service, other dpdg o T y‘/iﬁ’g“,!rt 7t
than ferries;
(b) claims which are capable of being founded in contract. (b) @iy yors hz £ -
TITLE I -Jurisdiction ¥- 8 PiFE
Art. 2. ¥ 2i%

(1) Unless the parties otherwise agree, the plaintiff may 1. 'F FEATFRRY > RE RN AR
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prosecute such an action only in a court of a State Party to g x

this Convention:
() where the defendant has his habitual residence or

domicile, or principal place of business; or

(b) in the internal waters or territorial sea of which the

collision has occurred; or

(c) where a vessel involved in the collision (other than

plaintiffs own vessel), or a vessel under the same
ownership lawfully subject to arrest, has been arrested
or security has been provided to avoid arrest on
account of the collision; or

(d) where the defendant has property subject to attachment

under the law of that State and such property has been
attached or security has been provided to avoid
attachment on account of the collision; or

(e) where a limitation fund has been properly constituted

(2) If an action is pending in one State Party, any further action
brought in another State Party by the same plaintiff against
the same defendant to recover for the same damage shall be
stayed unless and until the previous action has been
discontinued, or, if the court so permits, stayed.

If judgment has been rendered on the merits in an action in
one State Party, a party to such action shall not be permitted
to bring a further action against the other party or parties to
such action on the same facts in another State Party, unless,
in the case of a successful party, the judgment cannot be
fully satisfied in the State where it was rendered,

by the defendant in accordance with the law of that
State on account of the collision.

o

accordance with the law of that State.

Art. 3

In the event of there being more than one claim to which this
Convention applies arising out of the same collision, action on
any such claim, whether by counterclaim or otherwise, may be
brought against any party or parties to the proceedings before the
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court seized of the original action.

Art. 4

Unless the parties otherwise agree, when a collision occurs in the
internal waters or territorial sea of a State the law of that State
shall apply, and when a collision occurs in waters beyond the
territorial sea, the law of the court seized of the case shall apply,
except that when all the vessels involved are registered or
otherwise documented or,
documented, owned in the same State, the law of that State shall
apply, wherever the collision occurs.

TITLE Il -Choice of Law
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Provided, however, that in cases involving vessels registered or
otherwise documented in, or, if not registered or otherwise
documented, owned in different States, the court seized of the
case shall apply any Convention to which all of such States have
given effect.

Provided, further, that to the extent that it is established that the
law of all of such States is in accordance with the principles of a
convention, the court seized of the case shall, to that extent, apply
such law.

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Article, any relevant
local navigational rules or regulations statutory or otherwise,
shall apply.

Art. 5

The law applicable as provided in art. 4 shall be the law
governing:
(1) the basis of liability;
(2) the grounds for exemption from liability and any division
of liability;
(3) the kinds of damage for which compensation may be
due;
(4) the quantum of damages;
(5) the persons who may claim damages in their own right;
(6) the liability of a principal for the acts or omissions of his
agent, or of an employer for the acts or omissions of his
employee, or of a vessel or her owner or operator for the
acts or omissions of a pilot;
(7) the question whether a right to damages may be assigned
or inherited;
(8) the burden of proof and presumptions;
(9) the rules concerning prescription.
The application of a law declared applicable under this title may
be refused only when such application would be incompatible
with public policy.

Art. 6

Whenever reference is made in this title to the law of a State, the
law referred to is the internal law of that State.

TITLE 111 -Recognition and Enforcement of
Judgments

Art. 7

(1) This title applies to the recognition and enforcement of
judgments, including judgments in limitation actions,
rendered by a court of a State Party in cases governed by this
Convention, provided that the successful party is entitled to
execution thereon under the law of the State where rendered.
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(2) Such judgments shall be recognised and enforced in a State
Party under the conditions laid down in the following
Article, provided that such State and the State wherein the
judgment was rendered have concluded a Supplementary
Agreement to this effect.

(3) This Title shall not apply to judgments rendered before the
entry into force of the Supplementary Agreement provided
for in the preceding paragraph, unless that Agreement
otherwise provides.

(4) The Supplementary Agreement shall continue to be
applicable to judgments in respect of which recognition or
enforcement proceedings have been instituted before any
denunciation of that Agreement takes effect.

Art. 8

(1) A party seeking recognition or enforcement of a judgment 1
shall furnish:

(2) a complete authenticated copy of the judgment;

(b) authenticated copies of all documents necessary to
establish that the judgment fulfills the conditions of art.
7;

(c) such translations of the documents referred to in
sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) of this paragraph as may be
required by the court of the State wherein recognition or
enforcement is sought.

(2) Recognition or enforcement of a judgment may be refused
only if the court is satisfied that:

(a) the court which rendered the judgment did not have
jurisdiction under this Convention; or

(b) the judgment was obtained by fraud; or

(c) recognition or enforcement of the judgment would be
incompatible with the public policy of the State wherein
recognition or enforcement is sought; or

(d) the judgment debtor was not given reasonable notice of
the proceedings and a fair opportunity to present his
case.

(3) Enforcement of a judgment shall be refused to the extent that 3. @ Jfg {72 ¥

the judgment has been satisfied.

TITLE IV -General Provisions
Art. 9

This Convention shall be without prejudice to the provisions of

any other conventions or treaties to which any of the States <4ciz i H s = 5

Parties are or shall become parties.

This Convention shall not apply to limitation of liability except
as provided in Title 11 in respect of judgments in limitation
actions.
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regulated by this Convention shall be governed by the law of the 4% » &if * KB K 22 jF k& o

4y dapifE —

1977 # 2 53

Collision_Rio Rules_1977 4



court seized of the case.

In respect of relations between States which ratify or accede toit, 7 M+ /EZ 4v > A2 W REF 2 B T »
this Convention shall replace and abrogate the International T}a') HRERITF-R2ZFH > A28
Convention on Certain Rules Concerning Civil Jurisdiction in *1952#5% 10p &% & % f #7 & ¥ 2 4
Matters of Collision, signed at Brussels on May 10, 1952, to the -azidi § B % & ¥ {F % + LA F% =
extent that the provisions of the two conventions are % -

incompatible.

Collision_Rio Rules_1977_5 dpdaptdg —
1977 & 2 2.7



