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International Convention relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases

of Qil Pollution Casualties (Intervention Convention)
Brussels, 29 November, 1969 ; Entered into Force on 6 May, 1975

Intervention 1969

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Conscious of the need to protect the interests of their peoples against
the grave consequences of a maritime casualty resulting in danger of
oil pollution of sea and coastlines,

Convinced that under these circumstances

measures of an

exceptional character to protect such interests might be necessary on
the high seas and that these measures do not affect the principle of
freedom of the high seas,
Have agreed as follows:

Article I

1.

Parties to the present Convention may take such measures on the
high seas as may be necessary to prevent, mitigate or eliminate
grave and imminent danger to their coastline or related interests
from pollution or threat of pollution of the sea by oil, following
upon a maritime casualty or acts related to such a casualty, which
may reasonably be expected to result in major harmful
consequences.

2. However, no measures shall be taken under the present
Convention against any warship or other ship owned or operated
by a State and used, for the time being, only on government
non-commercial service.

Article 11

For the purposes of the present Convention:

1.

"maritime casualty" means a collision of ships, stranding or other
incident of navigation, or other occurrence on board a ship or
external to it resulting in material damage or imminent threat of
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