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Abstract

The provisions of the Japanese Commercial Code relating to carriage (Part II, Chapters VIII and IX) and
maritime commerce (Part III) have not been amended for nearly 120 years since its enactment in 1899. In the
past 120 years, there have been significant changes to carriage patterns and international regulations. In 2013,
Japan initiated amendments to its commercial law relating to carriage and maritime commerce, which were
completed in 2018. The main amendments include the Japanese Commercial Code on carriage (Part I, Chapters
8 and 9), Part III of the Commercial Code on maritime commerce, and the International Carriage of Goods by
Sea Act.

In terms of legal system, maritime environment, geographical location and bilateral trade, Japan and R.O.C
are very close and Japanese law has been the main reference for legislation or amendments to various laws in
R.O.C. This article aims to introduce the main amendments to Japan's Commercial Law and International
Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 2018, and try to identify some of the provisions and structures that are worthy of

reference to improve R.O.C.'s maritime law and civil law on carriage.

Keywords: Japanese Commercial Code — carriage, Japanese Maritime Law, Maritime Law, Carriage of Goods

by Sea.
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