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THE PARTIES TO THE PRESENT CONVENTION,
CONSCIOUS of the need to preserve the human environment in
general and the marine environment in particular,

RECOGNIZING the serious threat posed to the marine environment
by oil pollution incidents involving ships, offshore units, sea ports
and oil handling facilities,

MINDFUL of the importance of precautionary measures and
prevention in avoiding oil pollution in the first instance, and the need
for strict application of existing international instruments dealing with
maritime safety and marine pollution prevention, particularly the
International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974,as
amended, and the International Convention for the Prevention of
Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modified by the Protocol of 1978
relating thereto, as amended, and also the speedy development of
enhanced standards for the design, operation and maintenance of
ships carrying oil, and of offshore units,

MINDFUL ALSO that, in the event of an oil pollution incident,
prompt and effective action is essential in order to minimize the
damage which may result from such an incident,

EMPHASIZING the importance of effective preparation for
combating oil pollution incidents and the important role which the oil
and shipping industries have in this regard,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER the importance of mutual assistance
and international co-operation relating to matters including the
exchange of information respecting the capabilities of States to
respond to oil pollution incidents, the preparation of oil pollution
contingency plans, the exchange of reports of incidents of
significance which may affect the marine environment or the
coastline and related interests of States, and research and development
respecting means of combating oil pollution in the marine
environment,

TAKING ACCOUNT of the "polluter pays" principle as a general
principle of international environmental law,

TAKING ACCOUNT ALSO of the importance of international
instruments on liability and compensation for oil pollution damage,
including the 1969 International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil
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Pollution Damage (CLC); and the 1971 International Convention on
the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil
Pollution Damage (FUND); and the compelling need for early entry
into force of the 1984 Protocols to the CLC and FUND Conventions,

TAKING ACCOUNT FURTHER of the importance of bilateral and
multilateral agreements and arrangements including regional
conventions and agreements,

BEARING IN MIND the relevant provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, in particular of its part XII,

BEING AWARE of the need to promote international co-operation
and to enhance existing national, regional and global capabilities
concerning oil pollution preparedness and response, taking into
account the special needs of the developing countries and particularly
small island States,

CONSIDERING that these objectives may best be achieved by the
conclusion of an International Convention on Oil Pollution
Preparedness, Response and Co-operation,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1 General provisions

(1) Parties undertake, individually or jointly, to take all appropriate
measures in accordance with the provisions of this Convention
and the Annex thereto to prepare for and respond to an oil
pollution incident.

(2) The Annex to this Convention shall constitute an integral part of
the Convention and a reference to this Convention constitutes at
the same time a reference to the Annex.

(3) This Convention shall not apply to any warship, naval auxiliary or
other ship owned or operated by a State and used, for the time
being, only on government non-commercial service. However,
each Party shall ensure by the adoption of appropriate measures
not impairing the operations or operational capabilities of such
ships owned or operated by it, that such ships act in a manner
consistent, so far as is reasonable and practicable, with this
Convention.

Article 2 Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention:

(1) "Oil" means petroleum in any form including crude oil, fuel oil,
sludge, oil refuse and refined products.

(2) "Oil pollution incident" means an occurrence or series of
occurrences having the same origin, which results or may result in
a discharge of oil and which poses or may pose a threat to the
marine environment, or to the coastline or related interests of one
or more States, and which requires emergency action or other
immediate response.

(3) "Ship" means a vessel of any type whatsoever operating in the
marine environment and includes hydrofoil boats, air-cushion
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