1977 63| EF BB R Z 2 AN

1977 04 B 02 BIRBIIHFITHISFIGEITEE @ HREMN

Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels,

1977

Adopted at Torremolinos on 2 April, 1977, Not yet in force

SKV 1977

THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION,

DESIRING to promote the safety of ships in general and the
safety of fishing vessels in particular,

BEARING IN MIND the outstanding contribution of the
International Conventions for the Safety of Life at Sea and also
the International Conventions on Load Lines in promoting the
safety of ships,

RECOGNIZING that fishing vessels are exempt from almost
all the requirements of those International Conventions,
DESIRING therefore to establish in common agreement
uniform principles and rules concerning the construction and
equipment of fishing vessels directed to the safety of such
vessels and their crews,

CONSIDERING that this end may best be achieved by the
conclusion of a Convention,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1 General
Convention

obligations under the

The Parties shall give effect to the provisions of the Convention
and the Annex thereto, which shall constitute an integral part of
the Convention. Unless expressly provided otherwise, a
reference to the Convention constitutes at the same time a
reference to the Annex.

Article 2 Definitions

For the purpose of the Convention, unless expressly provided

otherwise:

(a) "Party" means a State for which the Convention has entered
into force.

(b) "Fishing wvessel" or "vessel" means any vessel used
commercially for catching fish, whales, seals, walrus or
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other living resources of the sea.

(c) "Organization" means the Inter-Governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization.

(d) "Secretary-General" means the Secretary-General of the
Organization.

(e) "Administration" means the Government of the State whose
flag the vessel is entitled to fly.

Article 3 Application

The Convention shall apply to sea-going fishing vessels entitled
to fly the flag of a State which is a Party.

Article 4 Certification and control

(1) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (2), a certificate issued
under the authority of a Party in accordance with the
provisions of the Convention shall be accepted by the other
Parties and regarded for all purposes covered by the
Convention as having the same validity as a certificate
issued by them.

(2) Every vessel holding a certificate issued under Regulation 7
or 8 is subject, in the ports of other Parties, to control by
officers duly authorized by such Parties in so far as this
control is directed towards verifying that there is on board a
valid certificate. Such certificate shall be accepted unless
there are clear grounds for believing that the condition of the
vessel or its equipment does not correspond substantially
with the particulars of that certificate. In that case, or if there
is not a valid certificate, the officer carrying out the control
shall forthwith inform the Consul or, in his absence, the
diplomatic representative of the Party whose flag the vessel
is entitled to fly, of all the circumstances for which
corrective action by that Party would be deemed necessary
and the facts shall be reported to the Organization. The
officer carrying out the control shall take such steps as will
ensure that the vessel shall not sail until it can proceed to sea
without danger to the vessel or persons on board.

Article 5 Force majeure

(1) A vessel which is not subject to the provisions of the
Convention or which is not required to hold a certificate in
accordance with the provisions of the Convention at the time
of its departure on any voyage shall not become subject to
such provisions on account of any deviation from its
intended voyage due to stress of weather or any other cause
of force majeure .

(2) Persons who are on board a vessel by reason of force
majeure or in consequence of the obligation to carry
shipwrecked or other persons shall not be taken into account

SFV_1977 2

EHEIREINGAD
(o) A ER RIBIUT RS S H AR -

() WMERRIEEFEBWER -
() EEET RISAIRBILUT

234 BREE
BN SEIRENNES RSy N eileiisEn

RFRAG

F4{F BEEEE

LIKIBAL 2 IRIRE @ HfFHOEERK
ANRHRENES - BIESEREN
/S HILmHOER T #ER - i8R
BRI FTIRSE B EREBEFM
1o

2IFBKIBARHOMIRISE 7 53056 8 5%
PRE%ES A0 - BREEEMMHH
BBOE » B sEIT ERNRESN
EEEE  SREENBN  BER
ERB ELRSHBEBUNES - R
BRRREVIE b IE A MBS EZALRAB R B 5% 1R
BNEREE EWEESMHIE R AN
Ih 0 IWIRFE S EBIRGE o WA Lt
HFEBEENTOER M EIRBEW
ES  WITEHEENEERR/RALY
R B AS IE B IR BN CSE SB FEBY — VD15
0 M B@AORGIEEIRSE - BREBA
£ o BERBREIN K » WAFES
BAFAEE - ITEBNE SRR
B - DURFEZMEN S B8 E
A8k At B # 18 2 B9 R 1 RU R 1S BY
i o

E 5% AL

LA B R NHIFRFRAI RO A AD N E BN
BARBERFEARKEEZS M
8 EMITPEHRARBSNEMLA
AN ANREMRHREMRE -
SRS/ SENES

QLERERSHEALRNNRER »
KEBBANIMDOIMEBAE » B
EHEELSMMOOAE » EMBA

BT -RMN
TBZLZE A 1977



for the purpose of ascertaining the application to the vessel
of any provision of the Convention.

Article 6 Communication of information

(1) The Parties shall communicate to the Organization:

(a) the text of laws, orders, decrees, regulations and other
instruments which have been promulgated on the various
matters within the scope of the Convention;

(b) a list of non-governmental agencies which are authorized
to act on their behalf in matters relating to the design,
construction and equipment of vessels in accordance with
the provisions of the Convention; and

(c) a sufficient number of specimens of their certificates
issued under the provisions of the Convention.

(2) The Organization shall notify all Parties of the receipt of any
communication under paragraph (1)(a) and shall circulate to
them any information communicated to it under paragraph

(1)(b) and (c).

Article 7 Casualties to fishing vessels

(1) Each Party shall arrange for an investigation of any casualty
occurring to any of its vessels subject to the provisions of the
Convention, when it judges that such an investigation may
assist in determining what changes in the Convention might
be desirable.

(2) Each Party shall supply the Organization with pertinent
information concerning the findings of such investigation for
circulation to all Parties. No reports or recommendations of
the Organization based upon such information shall disclose
the identity or nationality of the vessels concerned, or in any
manner fix or imply responsibility upon any vessel or
person.

Article 8 Other treaties and interpretation

Nothing in this Convention shall prejudice the codification and
development of the law of the sea by the United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea convened pursuant to
Resolution 2750(XXV) of the General Assembly of the United
Nations nor the present or future claims and legal views of any
State concerning the law of the sea and the nature and extent of
coastal and flag State jurisdiction.

Article 9 Signature, ratification,
approval and accession

acceptance,

(1) The Convention shall remain open for signature at the
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Headquarters of the Organization from 1 October 1977 until
30 June 1978 and shall thereafter remain open for accession.
All States may become Parties to the Convention by:
(a) signature without reservation as to ratification, acceptance
or approval; or
(b) signature subject to ratification, acceptance or approval,
followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or
(c) accession.

(2) Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be
effected by the deposit of an instrument to that effect with
the Secretary-General.

(3) The Secretary-General shall inform all States which have
signed the Convention or acceded to it of any signature or of
the deposit of any new instrument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession and the date of its deposit.

Article 10 Entry into force

(1) The Convention shall enter into force 12 months after the
date on which not less than 15 States have either signed it
without reservation as to ratification, acceptance, or approval
or have deposited the requisite instruments of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession in accordance with Article
9, the aggregate of whose fleets of fishing vessels constitutes
not less than 50 per cent by number of the world's fleet of
fishing vessels of 24 metres in length and over.

(2) The Organization shall inform the States which have signed
the Convention or acceded to it of the date on which it enters
into force.

(3) For States which have deposited an instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession in respect of the
Convention after the requirements for entry into force
thereof have been met but prior to the date of entry into
force, the ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
shall take effect on the date of entry into force of the
Convention or three months after the date of deposit of the
instrument, whichever is the later date.

(4) For States which have deposited an instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession after the date on which the
Convention entered into force, the Convention shall become
effective three months after the date of deposit of the
instrument.

(5) After the date on which all the conditions required under
Article 11 to bring an amendment to the Convention into
force have been fulfilled, any instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession deposited shall apply to
the Convention as amended.

Article 11 Amendments

(1) The Convention may be amended by either of the procedures
specified in this Article.
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(2) Amendments after consideration within the Organization:

(a) Any amendment proposed by a Party shall be submitted to
the Secretary-General, who shall then circulate it to all
Members of the Organization and to all the Parties at least
six months prior to its consideration.

(b) Any amendment proposed and circulated as above shall be
referred to the Maritime Safety Committee of the
Organization for consideration.

(c) Parties whether or not Members of the Organization, shall
be entitled to participate in the proceedings of the
Maritime Safety Committee for the consideration and
adoption of amendments.

(d) Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of
the Parties present and voting in the Maritime Safety
Committee expanded as provided for in sub-paragraph (c)
(hereinafter referred to as "the expanded Maritime Safety
Committee") on condition that at least one-third of the
Parties shall be present at the time of voting.

() Amendments adopted in accordance with sub-paragraph
(d) shall be communicated by the Secretary-General to all
the Parties.

¢

(1) An amendment to an Article or to Regulations 1 and 3 to
11 shall be deemed to have been accepted on the date
on which it is accepted by two-thirds of the Parties.

(i) An amendment to the Annex other than to Regulations
1 and 3 to 11 shall be deemed to have been accepted:

(aa) at the end of two years from the date on which it
is communicated to the Parties for acceptance; or
(bb) at the end of a different period, which shall not be
less than one year, if so determined at the time of
its adoption by a two-thirds majority of the Parties
present and voting in the expanded Maritime
Safety Committee.
However, if within the specified period either more than
one-third of the Parties, or Parties the aggregate of
whose fleets of fishing vessels constitutes not less than
50 per cent by number of the fleet of fishing vessels of
all the Parties of 24 metres in length and over, notify the
Secretary-General that they object to the amendment, it
shall be deemed not to have been accepted.

(ii1)) An amendment to an Appendix to the Annex shall be
deemed to have been accepted at the end of a period to
be determined by the expanded Maritime Safety
Committee at the time of its adoption, which period
shall be not less than ten months, unless within that
period an objection is communicated to the
Organization by not less than one-third of the Parties, or
Parties the aggregate of whose fleets of fishing vessels
constitutes not less than 50 per cent by number of the
fleet of fishing vessels of all the Parties of 24 metres in
length and over.
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